






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Care of Interfaith Chaplains (Rinsho 
shu kyo shi): The Place between Religious Care 
and Spiritual Care
Tetsuo Ohmura
　The work of Interfaith chaplains (Rinshō shūkyōshi ) that began with 
volunteering in response to the Great East Japan Earthquake has expanded into 
activities for elderly care facilities and medical institutions in the disaster area. An 
ethical model of restraining religious activities out of a sense of inter-faith 
cooperation and refraining from proselytizing proves significant in guaranteeing 
activities in the public sphere. 
　Even when saying that Interfaith chaplains do not conduct religious activities, 
the care provided by them is not exactly of the same nature as the spiritual care 
performed by non-religious specialists. Those receiving care look upon the clinical 
chaplains as religious specialists and anticipate their abilities to deliver latent 
religious care. Consequently, although the work of clinical chaplains does not 
provide definite religious care, it does however provide religious effects for those 
on the receiving end. Interfaith chaplains perform spiritual care in the narrow sense 
of the definition because they not only provide care for the living, but knowing 
about the world after death, they take care of the dead and through their care for 
the dead can also provide care for the living. In doing so, they are positioned 
between medical care and the care of welfare institutions in an area where 
psychological care and spiritual care in the narrow definition does not reach.
　The author recognizes the possibility for a global expansion of a care that has 
suppressed, in accords with Japan’s strict separation of church and state, the 
religious care of Interfaith chaplains. Although there is wariness against 
straightforward religious care, it can be seen both in China and the United States of 
America that there is a movement of increased expectations in the power of that 
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care. Thus, it is certain that interest will only deepen in how Japan’s Interfaith 
chaplains, differing from the Western “chaplain,” will develop in the future, what 
meaning will be held by religion in modern society, and how religion will change. 
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